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MINISTER FOR ASIAN ENGAGEMENT — INDONESIA VISIT 
Statement by Minister for Asian Engagement 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Asian Engagement) [12.20 pm]: As Western Australia’s 
first Minister for Asian Engagement, I travelled to Indonesia in the last week of September this year to strengthen 
our state’s relationship with our nearest neighbour. I travelled to Jakarta, Surabaya and Bandung to meet with 
businesses, government and universities. 
The Western Australian–Indonesian relationship is a long-established and important one. This was demonstrated 
by the re-signing of the Western Australian–East Java sister-state agreement when I visited Surabaya. My first 
visit as minister also signified the commitment that the McGowan government has made to continuing this special 
relationship—a relationship destined to be of significance to Western Australians, especially as Indonesia’s middle 
class is expected to double to 144 million by 2020. Indonesia is also on track to become the fourth largest economy 
in the world by 2045. To reach this target, the Indonesian government will need to address a number of issues, 
including the nation’s skills shortage and key infrastructure projects. The visit provided me with an opportunity to 
showcase Western Australia’s expertise and technology, and our private businesses and public companies as 
potential partners in Indonesia’s development agenda. 
During the five-day mission, I met with senior Indonesian government and industry representatives, including 
delegates from the education and training, tourism, energy and infrastructure sectors. Representatives of 
Western Australian universities also took the opportunity to meet with Indonesian government officials to further 
their agenda and promote international education in our state. Additionally, I met with two Indonesian soccer 
teams to explore opportunities for future engagement and collaboration. I also met with Western Australian 
university alumni in all three cities. 

During the mission, I took an opportunity to address high school students at SMA 2 Bandung, my Indonesian 
alumni. I spent a year there as an exchange student 35 years ago and I continue to be connected to the country, the 
culture and the people of Indonesia. I reflect upon my experience with fondness and believe that my connection is 
not unique to me, but is reflective of those who have immersed themselves in cultures foreign to their own. 
I believe the university alumni community could play a greater role in bridging Western Australia with Indonesia, 
and I hope to engage with that community as I believe it could play a significant role into the future. 

I look forward to building on these initial engagements. I believe there is plenty of scope for growth in our trade 
relationship, particularly in the tourism, international education, mining and petroleum, technology and services, 
and agriculture sectors. 
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